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The Hororabie Deborah Tavior Taie
Chairman

paliex

I
ea’eralFCcmmunicaiions Commission
445 12" Srreet. SW

Washington, DC 20554

- Dear Joint Board Chairman Tate

! write 10 velay the Navajo Nation s opposition to the proposed cap on the USF. First of all,
the Navajo Nation thanks you end the members of the Federal State Joint Board on
Universal Services for guiding the development of welecommunication senices. Your
conmicnent has been extremely imporiant to the economic sustaipabifity of rural Americe
and Indian Country,

The growth of the Navajo Naton depends on the wireless telecommunication services
provided by the various telecommurication carters. A cap on wireless éechnology
depioyment will impact the tribe in  gegative way. The 27.000 square mikes of Navajo

* Nation lands cannot. in the near future, be hardwired to accommodate the growth of fts

¢ commuanities. Our schools need wireless distance learning capabilities, our bospitals need

- 1elehealth capabilities. the safety of our conununities requires £911 capabilities. the

. sustainzhiling of our economic and community developments need peographical informetion

. SVSIems,

and we need to mainiain an E-government environment o consistently keep up

- With the growth of our people. Therefore. wireless iechnology must be implemenied
. WHROU Tesiriclions,

We currently have limited WiFi sysems. two-way saieliite systems. point 1o poin

| mierowave svstems, and point o multi-point COMMUNICations SVStems #0 2ssist in our

t curren: growth. A majority of these syslems were developed and sustained with the Federal

Universal Service Fund. The Navajo Nation bas moved o 2 wireless svsiem because of the

~lengihy process of obtaining rights of ways on federally restricted lands. The development
ol wireless rechnology has provided us the ability to overcome the bureaucracy in obiaining

righis of wav and begin 1o provide viial senvices 1o our people.

wance the wireless infrasoocrure

il affect the effons of the HLECS

vy aio Netion, We uree thet vou

¢ change. Plating & cap on the
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Cont-
May 31, 2007
The Honorable Deborah Tavior Tete, Chairmen

insiead, we ask for bener accountability from competitive ETCs on how funds are utilized
for the build-out of advanced services in rural FegIons

1n conclusion. we urge vou 10 reconsider the need 1o implement an interim cap and that
You explore other ways of comrolling fund growth without impeding the source of
invesunent in our rural infrastruciure that the Navajo Nation so desperately needs.

Sincerely,

s
e }

N T e
Steve Grey, Chairpfar
Navajo Nation Telecommunication
Reguiatory Comgn}_sjgn\
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/Ernes Frankhin I Executiy€Director
— . . . -
Navale Nanon Telecommunication
Regulmieny Commission

Fagabii

Ce Chairman Kevin J. Martic
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Lisz Polak Edgar
Commissioner Larn S Landic
Commissioner John D. Biske
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SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

June 5, 2007

Chairman Kevin J. Mantin

‘Federal Commusications Commission
Room 8-Ba20)

445 12th Street SW

‘Waeshington, DC 20554
Re:  Proposed Cep ob universal servioe support
Dear Chairman Mestin:

As you kpow, the Federal-Stzte Joiot Board on Universal Service hes
recommended that the Federal Communications Commission -edopt an interin
cap ou high-cost wuniversel service support for competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers. As the Commission considers this proposed <ap, ]
urge you to proceed cautiously 40 emsure that rurel residents {n need of expanded
access to wireless comimunications are ot adversely affected.

Onpe of the important goals of Universal Service, as taandated by the 1996

Acl, is t0 increase acosss to advaoced telecommnumicabions senviess o rucal
consumers at rates comparable to those paid in urben areas. This goal is
parbcularly important for Kentucky where many citizens still resi€e in rural -areas
with limited aceess to0 state-of-the art wireless and broadband services.
acoess to high quality and affordable wireless technology is essential

to tbe economic €evelopment of our rural arees, as well as safety and mobility of
sura) residepts. Withowt necessary gesources for the expension and upgrade of

rurel wireless networks, rura) consumers will not be able to enjoy these benefits
at the leve] they deserve,
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Chabman Kevin J, Marin
June 5, 2007

<L

While curbing the rapid growth of the Universal Service fund in order 4o
seduce costs o oustomers is a legitimate goal, 1 am conoermed that accomplishing
this poal through the proposed cap may unfairly burden rucel residents. Any cap
oD universe] service support 40 partiowdar carriers must be cacefully evaluated for
its impact on rural aseas of the countsy still waiting to enjoy the level of advanced
telecommunications now taken for granted by most Americans. ] also urge youto
take an approach to eddressing the rapid growth of the fund which is fair and
equitable o all telecomnunications providers withowt ragard to the underlying
technology. 1 believe that you will be able to identify proposals which are both
competitively neutra) and promote the continued expansion and improverent of
much necded serviees in rural agezs.

Please contact my office if you have any questions about this matter.
Siocezely,
é ’ M
/] v Ric $
ker of the House
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